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JACKSOXS Recantation, 


Youth and ſtrength accompany them,never con(i- 
der they are a meer Statue of Duſt kneaded with 
Tears, and moved by the. hid Engines of reſtleſs paſſions ; 
2 Clod of Earth, which the ſhorteſt Feaver can burn to 
aſhes, and the leaſt ſhower of Rheums waſh away to no- 
thing ; inftead thereof they bounce ſo high, and make fo 
great a noiſe in the World, as if both the Globes (thoſe 
glorious Twins) had been unwomb'd from the formleſs 
Chaos by the Midwifery of their brain. Such was my 
diſordered Fancy, and my aRions being attended ſtill with 
ſucceſſes, anſwerable ro my defires, I thought my ſelf 
(notwithſtanding my vicious pradtices) one of Heavens Fa- 
vorites, and by the eloquence 'of my own.vanity,. perſwa- 
ded my ſelf tharthe Machinations-of my Brain were able 
to unhinge the Poles. But Meaven thought fit I ſhould no 
longer reign in pride and arrogance, and therefore come 
micred me into hands of Juſtice,-to be puniſht t@the de- 
merits of my Crimes, ' Being here confr'd in this Ter» 
reſtial Hell; ſurrounded wichhorror and deſpair, my con- 
ſcience ftarted out of her dead fleep, and demanded a ſe- 
vere account of what I had dane z guilt inſtantly did ſtop 
my mouth, ahd having not a word to lay for my (elf, 1 


withed my produQtion (as _ ations) inhvmane ;ſuch was 
2 ny 
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Hr vain are the thoughts of ſuch, who whilſ 


Jackſon's Recantation; 
my deplorable deſtruRion ; that I t I heard the 
howls and hollow groans of damned Souls, which added 
weight to one anothers perpetual miſery z Whilft I was 
in the greateſt Agony imaginable, a Miniſter, or rather a 
charitable Phyſician for my fin fick Soul, came to viſit me, 
who knowing me a notorious Offender, adviſed me to re. 
pent, for as yet it wasnot too late z hereupon he propound= 
ed ſeveral queſtions, endeavouring to disburden my over- 
loaded conſcience, by extraRing from me an ingenious ge- 
neral Confeſſion of what enormous Crimes I had commit- 
red ; finding this pious man had no other defign then for 
the benefit of my Soul, and knowing withall, the impoſſi- 
bility of my eſcape, by reaſon of ſo many Indiaments al- 
ledged againſt me ; I plainly laid open the whole courſe 
of my Life, not omitting any circumſtance remarkable. 
Having put a period to my Narrative, he feemed all won- 
der, I perceived __y that his amazement proceeded 
from the ſtrange Hiſtory of my wicked Life and corierſa- 
tion 5 this wonder was ſoon converted into pity and com- 
miſeration, that a man ſo young ſhould be thus weeded 
out of the Garden of the World, juſt as he is entred into 
the blooming Spring time of his Age: After he had 
ehroughly made me ſenfible of the danger that attend theſe 
wicked courſes (applying his Corrofives before his Cordi- 
alls) he then acquainted me with the benefit of true repen- 
rances in ſhort,it will rake me up*too much time to give 
an account of every thing which was alledged either for in- 
formation, contrition, or conſolation, delivering that di- 
vine ma with ſo mich power and efficacy, that the 
obduratenels of my heart was able to hold out no longer, 
bur —__ into tears, I was willing to have its flintineſs 
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broken by the Hammer of ſacred Scripture, Finding me 
in 
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Tackfon's Recantation, 
in ſo good a temper, he left me to God and my ſelf, for 
the perfeRing that great work he had ſo yourrry and hap 
pily begun. I now condemn'd a laying, which I once ape 
plauded, uſed much by ſome of my deſolute companions g 
he i more ſorronful then is neceſſary, that i, ſorronful before 
there # necefity : for had Sorrow taken place, where Plea. 
ſure fate Regent, and juſtled out all conſideration of the 
dreadful effeRs that attend our evil fats, doubtleſs we 
ſhould not be made a ſhameful ſpeAacle to mankind, and 
a heart-breaking to our deareſt Relations ; that ſaying of 
Seneca, I wiſh I had praRticed as well as regiſtred in my 
memory ; When IT nas young, Þ fludied to live well, when 
aged, how to dye well, As I was in the midſt of theſe ſeri- 
ous contemplations,my heavenly Phyfitian came again ta 
viſit me, to know and inquire into the conditiod and tem= 
perament of my Soul, feeling in what manner did beat 
the Pulſe of its affetion, Finding the conſtitution of my 
better part indifferent ſound,and that there was great _ 
of 8 perfe& recovery, he rendred thanks to the Almighty 
for his infinite mercy in looking down with pity on poor 
finful creatures, whom, when the Law hath caſt them off, 
and baniſhe them from this lower world, out of his meer 
infinite goodneſs receives them into his own blefſed pro 
retion. To give this holy man ſome real teſtimony of 
my unfeined repentance, Ifhew'd him the abſtrat of my 
Life, drawn up a little before my apprehenſion, and did 
intend to have publiſhed it, reſolving at that time to have 
abandon'd all thoſe deſtruQive deſperate courſes which I 
formerly followed by Padding on the High-way, which re- 
folution had I kept, my Country would have received the 
benefit without any further detriment to me cither in Life 


or Repuration, * Now, ay I have no #ther means left 
3 to 


Jackſon's Retantaiin; | 


to ſatisfie in part the injuries I have done my* Countrys 
nien, ler this enſuing Diſcovery not only extenuate my 
manifold offences, but more eſpecially be the medium of 


popanny the like hereafter : in the firſt place give mo _ 


cave briefly to acquaint you with ſome remarks in the 
feries of my ſhort Life, and in the next place, let me lay 
down ſome notable inſtruions for your future caution, 
and preſervation againſt High-way-men, thoſe devouring 


& deſtroying Caterpillars ofa corrupt and polluted Nation. | 


I ſay little of my Parents more then that they were too in- 
dulgent to me, ſupplying my youthful extravagancies with 
money continually, in ſuch ſuperfluity, that my. invention 
was frequently puzz'ed to find out ways for quick dil- 
patch, Theſe unneceſſary expences took up ſo much time, 
that there was little left for my Study, ſo that I became as 
deficient in acquired learning,as my Parents grew indigent 
in their Eſtate by my profuſencſs and debaucheries : whilt 
with tears they lamented their poverty, occaſioned by their 
fuoliſh indulgence, and deploring my future ſad condition, 
forelceing or tearing the diſmal cataſtrophe which incvita- 
bly attends fuch irregular pranks: and wild practices, 
Death in pity came and cloſed their eyes, that they 
m{foht not Go what otherwiſe would break hearts. By the 
lols of their breath,I found the want of their kindneſs, and 
having not that ſupply of money,the ſole eompoſure of that 
Flambcau, which light me to all thofe ſeveral extravagan- 
cies my diſorderly pafſtons, my diſorderly will prompted 
me to go to,l then did caſt about what courſe to ſteer. My 
ſcandalous deportment made me an exile to civil ſocicty, 
and the frequent diſovligations I threw on my nearecft rc- 
lations, made me an abſolute ſtrgnger to their Familics, 
witercby I was reduced to great cxtremity,ſo that neceſhi- 
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Jocklon's Recantation, - 


ty the Mother of ingenuity,was conſtrained to pump eve- 
ry day for ſome new Stratagem to appeaſe a Sromack in an 
uproar for the want of ſuſtenance, VVhich wanting the 
accuſtomed pampering even to ſaciety, made me frequent 
the eating locicty lo long, till I had eaten quite through 
my credit, gnd devoured my cloaths to boot, My 
Breeches-were fo jag'd and ratter'd (that I may ſay with- 
out offence to the Reader, though jocoſely) they louked 
Gmcwhat like thoſe that are now call'd & ls mode, and 


ſeem'd asifmy Arſe, according to the Proverb,was bung 


with Points : my Hat broad brim'd, broader than the 
braadelt ence in faſhion, in pure love and kindneſs would 
have Aflapt ore my ſhaplders,to have hid the ſhame and cons 
fuſion my face was in,. that my own eyes (as well as 0+ 
thers) ſhould ſee my Coat becullendred, or like a Well» 
boat, and though it had as many holes,or more than Argos 
had eyes, yet wanted ane to find out ſome pitiful Soul 
that would intend relicf to a wretch ſo miſerable, Had 
not this misfortune befell mc, 1 ſhould have thoughr it a 
thing impoſſible for a man to live ſo well, and ſo ill, in that 
ſhore Regiſtry of time. But now when nothing but de- 
ſpaix attended me, being altogether unfit for humane ſo» 
ciety, and ſo out of conceit with my ſelf, that Ithought 
my ſelf unworthy of a forreign Plantation, and therefore 
to that end would not apply my ſelf tro ſome Merchant ; 
may I could not think Hells Imp, a Kidnapper, would take 
of me any cognizance; as 1 walked very early (for the 
hardneſs of my lodging would not ſuffer me tolye long, 
«pd modeſty would not permit to be (cen lying on or un- 
der a Stall, unleſs the Sun had been up to have warm'd my 
chilly limbs, benumb'd by committing inceſt with my Mo- 
ther Earth, 1fay, being thus carly up, I timely mer with 
| a 


- —— — - — —_—_ 0 
- 


: 


Jackſon's Recantation; 


2 ſong Purſe lying negleQted in the Street, whoſe entrance 
was on' the middle like a Wallatz and diving into the 
bowels thercof, I found at one end ſome yellow dirt or ex- 
crement, and che other white, at the ſight whereof my bo- 
dy was ſciz'd with ® general convulſion, fo that I fear'd 
each member would become a Traytor to each other in 
the diſcovery of this prize to the right Owner, and by thar 
means be deprived of that wanted benefit. I firſt conſul. 
ted my hands in the concealment of this Treaſure, in or. 
der thereunto it was conveyed into my Pocket-holes, but I 
forgetting my Pockets were bottomleſs, ir dropt quite 


through, which I ſoon ſnatche up, and then betaking my | 


ſelf ro my trembling legs, I got intg the Fields with an 
inquiſitive eye and panting heart, and under an Hedge 
found in this Purſe ten pound in Silver, and fifty Guynies ; 
burying all chis money, bur fifty wp in the Earth, I 
went and bought an ordinary Suit ready made, and this 
I did for fear of being ſuſpeRed how came by the money, 
being indifferenely accoutred, I removed my hidden Trea- 
ſure, thinking it nor ſafely truſted any where but about me, 
Now did1 think I might confidently enough take a lodg- 
ing, remote frem thoſe who knew me, and having futniſhe 
ed my'ſelf with a Chamber, I pretended to be a Country 
Gentlemans Son, who came up to Londen about a Suit in 
Law, and behav'd my ſelf accordingly, not diſcovering the 
leaſt ſymptom of any former debauchery, obſerving very 
early hours for bedtime ; but not contented with that con- 
dition, I was diſſatisfied rill I was in another habit, more 
ſplendid, and that I might do it more boldly and ſafely, I 
fram'd a lye to my Landlord, that I had caſt and recovered 
a conſiderable ſum from one of my. Fathers Creditors, 
and doubted not ina very little tine to pverthrow the _ 
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Jackſon's - Rerantation, 


This gain'd me & great reputation in the houle, eſpecially 
ſceing my money,and beſpeaking a gentile Suit of Clothes, 
with all neceflary appurtenances befitting perſons of quali- 
ey, as filver-Sword, &c. I now ſcorn the thoughts of 
aſſociating my felt with thoſe narrow-ſoul'd-plebeian- 
Shippers, whoſe Paremes being neither able or willing to {ce 
their Sons go in a garb out-ſhining commonalty in the time 
of their Apprenticeſhip, or if there be ability and propen- 
ſity thereunto, or the moroſe Maſter hindring it, to ob- 
ſtruQ their Servants pride and vanity, yer are hel, Bond- 
mens boundleſs defires ſuch, that though to the ruine of 
themſelves, and the breaking of their: Maſters) they will 
have theſe gawdy out-fides to Pimp for their Leachery and 
other ſenſualities, having moneys in their Pockers (though 
none of their own) to pay for it. For their habiliments 
they purchaſe by exchange of their Maſters goods one with 
another, and the money they purloin out of the Box, or 
one of the Snipping Crew ſhall convert a Piece of Goods 
for him, into ready -moncy, and go his ſhare, The Mer- 
cer deals with the Draper, and a Taylor perhaps,who hath 
Shipewrackt -his conſcience, deals with them both g and 
the Linnen-Draper,' Hofier, Goldſmith, &c. with ſuch 
like ornamental clothing Trades, are reſpeRed as very ma- 
rerial-inſtruments among them, nay, Soo will ſtoop fo 
low ſometimcs to chaffer for BellysTimber of the choicer 
ſort; arid will bid fairly.to a Drawer for a Flower. 1 might 
amply —_— my diſcourſe concerning the Locuſts, as 


how they-infmuate ints the Maids favour, to let them out 


at unſealonable hours; atd ſtay vp for them, till ir be early, 
eo the great prejudice. of their Maſtets Buſineſs the next 
day, a axſeogul 'the WepthWilllfind for'theireward'of 

bf.nighlewiee, a Frear-Bolly, and-whon 


ſhe 


o 
"02" 37 EIRE AR. FO p——n—_—_ 


Jackſon's Recantation; 


(be expeRs to find relief from the Caterwowling Father, 
the Plot is diſcovered, and they both turn'd out of Doors, 
ro their utter ruin and deſtruRion. I ſhall deſiſt ſaying 
more on this ſubjeQ, but only adviſe the Maſter to have a 
prudent and eareful eye over his Servants, checking b 
times any looſneſs he diſcovers, ſo ſhall he find his buſineſs 
done,when requiſite, and they che benefit of their fidelity, 
by performing their truſt at the expiration of their time. 
Now tocturn where Left off « being gallantly cquipt, 
I ſoon got new acquaintance, the moſt of which were inti- 
mately acquainted with the hamours of the Town, were 
incomparable at the Art of wheedling, which ſome call 
Complailance, neither were they unpraRtiſed in any ſort 
of Gaine, but more. eſpecially Cards and Dice, both 
which pernicious Tools, they have labour'd with more, 
#nd taken as much pains to underſtand, as a ſeven years 
Student hath done- with 4rifetles Orgazon, One of thele 
whom I judg'd had ſomewhat better +04 ar eqge the 
reſt, I dayly accompanied, and grew in @ little xime, to be 
_ fo familiarghar we embolom'd the Arcang's of each others 
concern, without reſtriction or ſuſpition, and having tryed 
each others fidelity, we agreed upon a whos, league of 


Brother-hood, and knowing _—— ies is 
the ſpeedicft confirmation of a deſired friendſhip, we re- 
ſolved to lye together Y 
Now were (Our thoughts and ations like the Air to all, 
as free to cine another, and although in love there (hould 
be no competitor, yet ſuch hath our freedoms been, that 
frequently the ſubjeR of our amobrs, hath been pne and 
the ſame perſoti, whom he firſt knew and loved (as he 
faid):beyordd any of /her-Sex, and I wiſh;he had fill loved 
her without tae, then had. ne thole refililels gg wy 
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Jackſon's Recantation: 
ehron'd in every Feature af her Face, fo bewitche and in: 
facinated my reaſon, that I undervalued the preateſt dan. 
r for her lake, vor did I-{cruple to undertake any thing 
tor her ſatisfaRion, as I ſhall hereafter declare more at 
e, for the Readers ſatisfaQion, but to my great grief, 


ſhe being rhe cauſe of mine, as ſuch looſe ambitious wa. - 


men are of thouſands of mens ruine and deſtruQion, 

My new -acquaintance finding me but raw and ifl ex. 
erienced in the crafts of this ſubtle world, undertook to 
e my Tutor,and read his LeQures to me every day : what 

his mbuth did not inform, his aRions inſtructed me in, 
When I was abroad; I obſerved his deportment to a hair, 
and took wonderful delight in imitating his inſiouations, 
whereby I had rigled my ſelf into what Tavern-Credit I 
pleaſed, without being great with theVintner, though much 
in hisBooks,but bybeing inwardly acquainted with h isWite 
or ingratiating my ſelf into the favour of his Daughter, if 
Bar-keeper ; for then I knew the moneys Poing all through 
her hands, (he might perform her pare well enongh in 
the Art of Conveyance, as well, as the moſt experienc'd 
Scrivener about the Town, and with lefler noife-and trou- 
ble. The Purchaſe of theſe favours, though ar firſt they 
coſt a conſiderable ſum, yet 1 found by computation, the 
annual income recompenced the coſt, 

He made it his buſineſs to inquire ont impotent men, 
who. had bucklome luſty Wives, if Shop-keepers, he 
commonly bought commoditicsof them as an introduQi- 
on for his —__ one not to be ſold, becauſe, the Ma- 
ſter keeps it for his own uſe, and fo according to cach ſe- 
veral Trade or Profeſſion, he {quar'd his defigns, ſo that 
frequently they took eff unleſs the premiſes were pre- 
polleſt ty a brother of the ſame Quill, 
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Jackſon's Rerantaiidh; 


The next thing he taught me,. was to Game, and made 
me ſo great a proficient atit, that I could Nick the Nicket 
ſometimes, by which means I was taken. for a Brother ar 
the Ocdinary, and, by frequently dining there, and con» 
verſing, and praftifing with the Rooks, I went my ſhare 
in #Bubbling, and had an intereſt in ſeveral Taverns near 
the Ordinary, where the puor Cully was inveigled in, and 
afrerward under the pretence of great kindneſs , then 
wheedled into Play, and in a thrice the VVoodcock de- 
plum'd, and not a ſouſe left to give a Link-boy to. light 
him home. : 

In this ſort, I as greedily hunted after prey; as the De- 
vil doth after Uſurers Souls on their Death-beds. Nor 
was the Ordinary the only Pond I Fiſht in, for T found a 
Play-houſe ſometimes convenient for my purpoſe, alſo 
Cockpits, Bowling-Greens and Ally's,neither muſt a Bro- 
thel be omitted, my Tackling was ſo good, and my Hooks 
ſy well barb'd, .that after I had ſtruck a Gudgeong I was 
ſure ro hold him, though 1 ſuffer'd him to play a little in 
the Stream. | 

If at any time, I caſually fell into the company of any 
young Country-Gentleman, whom his rich Father had 
fent up to the City, to learn ſamewhat more than the ru- 
der Country can afford, I and my companion (that Brother 
of mine in iniquity) did firſt ſtudy what humor he was of, 
when that was known, we had an excellent Art in ſuiting 
ours to his in every thing, this Artifice ſo indeared us un- 
cohim, that loans of money, engagements, and ſuch caſie 
requeſts (as we call'd them) were ſeldom, denied ; and 
lca(t ar any time, he ſhould repent him of thoſe exceſſes, 
in expence and high debaucheries, we conſtantly drew him 
nto, by any ſerious refle&ion upon what was paſt, we kept 

him 
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Jockſon's Recantaiion, 

him by earns, always ma high pirch'of drinking,. and like 
@ careful Guardian to-ſome wealthy Heireſs, we conld not 
endure he(hould be out of our fight, leaſt. falling into 0= 
ther company he might: be ſnatchr out of our hands, by 
ſome other Crafrsby,” and {o we looſe our expected booty. 


wm Farylly arr induſtry adapted, and | 
u 


wrought him to ſuch a ſoft and waxen temper, that we 
could make him wear what impreſſion we pleaſed to lay on 
him ; we then boldly venture abroad with him, having 


; oy him to wear fine Clothes, and to leap out of one 
Faſhion into another, ſo often, till he had quite loſt the | 
knowledge of himſelf, and the lateſt habit, 4 la mode. 


Having made our youngſter believe himſelt in El;zium, 
and thought that he enjoy'd more delights than the Turks 
believe their Paradiſe affords after death, we then be= 
think our ſelves how to conclude the Play, the Prologue 


to which, are theſe, our ſceming kindnefles, and your 


wonld think them not ſmall, whenyou-ſhall ſee us ſtrive 
who ſhall firſt lend him: money, upon his leaſt prerence 
of want thereof; carty hſm to very handſome lovely wo« 
men, and then with leaving him alone to the. full fruition 
of his amourovus defires + aſfiſt him in: all quarrels, but 
moſt of them of our own making ; it challeng'd, ſecure 


him and' his honour: fafe, whilſt we pretended[y fight for ' 


him, and it: may be return from the ſuppoſed Field te- his 
Chamber (where he waits till the danger is.over) with a 
hand bound up ina Scarfe, where: his Rogueſhip, my be- 


toved Brother, begins a formal and ferious ſpeech, celling | 


him, what bloody work there had like to have been, how 
ſtrenuouſly and refolvedly his cauſe was. fought, to the 
loſs of ſome bluod on his ſide, but it was no matter there 


is more ſtill leſt ar his ſervice, and ſuch like fait deluding - 


| oh pretences ; 


Jackſon's Recantation; 
pretences $; hereupon this Country Cock-brain, tranſpor2 
ted with the conſideration of ſuch great effeQs of friend- 
ſhip, expreſierh how much he is oblieged, nor can the obs 
ligation be cancell'd, however he will ſtudy to be grateful, 
and in the firſt place promiſes to pay the Chyrurgion li. 
berally to cure a wound (was never made z ) next gives 
him a Silver Sword to wear for his ſake, which the Recei- 
ver promiſeth ſhall be worn on no other account, then for 


the defence and preſervation of the Giver ; theſe and the _ 
like were but the petty forerunners of greater kindneffes 


we expected to receive, which muſt be effeRed in their 
proper time ,and ſeaſon. As thus, when we prompred 
him to change of Apparel, the Mercer (who truſted htm) 
knowing his Father to be wealthy, and he Heir to the 
Eſtate, pave us Credit alſo upon his account ; and now 
and then, by a whiſper in the Ear,. he was adviſed to re- 
member Maiſtris B---, or Miftris F--- a Petty-coar or 
ſome ſuch thing ſhe wanted, which was done accordingly, 
and delivered into our hands, but went not ont of them 
| without a conſideration. By this you may underſtand our 
; Gallant alſo. was inſtruted in the Arr ot Whoring, and 
fo exaQt an Obiſervator of his Miftrefſes, that he was for- 
ced to keep a Common- - gore wherein he writthe 
' Names of thoſe Bona , Robas Alphabetical digeſted, and 
| thathe might preſently recal to his memory their ſeveral 
complexions, he affyxt to each rame 2 lintle Lock of Hair 
which hz taok from the perſon, 2» prrpetuay rei auemoriaae; 
When all his Money is ſpent, his Credit. gone and de- 

ftroy'd; and his Father hearing of his extravagancies, and 
; what defolute,, defperare Company he. keeps, then we 
| think it is tine to: vaniſh, or diſappear, and leave out 
| Cully in his Fools Paradiſc, to be handled at the diſcretis 
| 0:1 of hits Creditors, | Whatever 
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- Whatever we got, by theſe indire& courſes, we equally 
fhared, and thus continued a twelye moneth together, 
ating many Rogueries not all of a complexion ; for we 
were now _—__ Joes in all manner of Villany z nor 
could ir be expeted, that our aQions ſhould always meer 
with ſucceſs ; for we were ſeveral times in Goal, and once 
I had like to have loſt my Life, for robbing a Coach near 
Barnet, and without queſtion the Law had then pt a pe- -- 
riod to thoſe evil praQtices, had 1 not reſtored the Major 
part ofthe Mony and Goods to the right owner,on this con« 
dition, at my Tryal they ſhould forbear bringing any evi» 
dence againſt me, and fo I was then acquitted by Procla« 
mation. | | 

So fair a warning, one would think ſhould have. put a 
ſtop to ſuch- proceedings, but it ſignified nothing to me, 
I rather _ it was the cauſe of my hardning, for I thoughe 
with my ſelf, why may not I eſcape another, time in the 
ſame manner, and that which mych augmented this ſenſee 
leſs ſecurity, was the frequent Pardohs granted to the moſt 
notorious MalefaRtors, not once or twice; ſo that from 
thence grew a kind of proverbial ſaying, amongſt the 
Scout-Maſters of the Road, he can't be hang'd without 
Treaſon or Murder) who hath five hundred pounds at his 
command, Beſides, the impndenee of my fellow Pri- 
ſoners, did much encreaſe my own, and made me boldly 
look upon my Irons, and preſently ſtare my Friends jn the 
face, who came to ſee me without a bluſh. 

; Being abroad again, I thought of nothing but my pro- 
Fe and pleaſure, but purſued them with two mych preci- 

itancy ; no villany lay fairly. in my way, which I djd not 
think iy {elf Gt for ; and was ſtill encouraged to go on,by 
my Comrade ; and was commonly. in the Van, upon ary 
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delprrate exp'oit, having the knowledge of my VVeapon, 
and could uſe it as well as the' beſt experienced Maſter of 
the Science in the Town. 


Now. 2s ill Luck would have ir, my conſtant Conpa- : 


nion diced, leaving little behind him,bur his VVench, whom 
he bequeathed ro me, enjoyning me to have a ſpecjal care 
of her he To highly prazed 'in his life time, I acccpted of 
the Legacy, and took poſſeſſion immediately, without a 
forcible entry ; for ſhe niade preſently a willing ſurrender; 
'Tis pity ſbe « a Whore, for impartially, I may fay it, her 
Beauty.is ſcarcely to be parallel 'd,nor her diſpoſition bein 
- highly ambitiotfs, ſenſual and inſaiace ; to oblige them a 
in lome meaſure, I performed as much as.I could, expende 
ing all I had then, by me, unlawfully gotten, and fearing I 
might looſe her beloved fociety, for want of continuing 
my wonted Kndneſſes to her, by Preſents, Treats, and 
Dalliances, I made the laſt ſerve for all, till'I had found 
vut ſome” leſs dangerouyg expedient, than Padding, to 1a- 
tisfie her cnlarged defires, and that which prickt me for- 
ward, was her coldneſs more than uſual. to me;which cold. 
nefs. did / increaſe my fire, making me refolve.the perpe- 
tration of -any-rhing, then to be treated by. her with ſs 
myth indifference, Wo "" 
In the firſtplace, I went and renew'd my acquaintance 
with an Ocdinary, ſhall be nameleſs, and there I rook 
ſometimes art one Fable and ſomerimes ar -another, bu 
by reaſon of the ſcarcity of fair Gameſters, little was to 
be got, niany times I waited an hour or two before I could 
ſee one Rrange face come in, and. if there,did immediare> 
ly at his appearance, the Rooks are all alarty'd,! und choogh 
before they were buſi! pecking at of andrher for afHite 
inz,they ſhall'naw defilt rheir rhovofirs, being whH) _ 
pioy 
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ploy'd, who (hall firſt make prize of him. Now by rea- 
ſon of lare ſittings up there, and in an adjacent Tavern, I 
frequented, in hope of Bodty, I was quitetyred out, and 
reſolved to go thither for the time to come upon a double 
account, the firſt was to win by play ; ſecondly, it little 
could be got, that way (for I was generally known an ex- 
pert Nicker) I quight then obſerve who carry'd off good 
ſums of money, and by following chem in the dark, take 
my advantage in ſome convenient place, and there diſpol- 
ſeſs them of ir, which I have frequently done, making 
choice of the darkeſt nights for my purpoſe) far Winter 
is the proper time for a Gaming Ordinary. 

I found it unſafe to take this courſe any longer, yet now 
and then got a conſiderable booty, which when I carry'd 
as a Tribute of Love to my fair Miſtreſs, no Frown could 
ſit upon her Brow, all feigned Anger- was baniſhe from 
her Countenance, but ſhe was all complaiſance, and but 
that I loved her in a more than « manner, her over 
loving and petulant deportment, would have raiſed in me 
a humour, rather loathing, than loving, .. 

So various and villainous. were the Pranks I committed 
dayly, that now I was forced, like a Bat, never to:flurter 
or ſtir abroad till the dusk of the Evening ; if I did, it was 
the greateſt caution imaginable, and.then too, I never ſtaid 
long in a place, for fear forme or other had dogg'd me, in 
order to my apprehenſipn ; thus did I skulk here and there 
like the Dogs in Exjpr, as it {is reported, who when by 
thirſt, they go to dtink of the Riyer Nyle,-lap here and 
there, and,dare not ſtay long in a place, for fear the Cro- 
codiles, that lye lurking within the Banks, (hould pull 
them into the Current,” * eas ES . 

My Weneh, ſeeing what firaights I way put to for, her 
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miiint&abtice ; which was. none of the meaneſt, for the 
Whore, if ſhe dined, with fiie, without ſomething extra- 
ordinary and V'Vine to boot, T had better at night to have 
lain in a Tambril, and if my ovet much kindneſs had pam- 
per'd her to high with Meat of Drink, that was provoca- 
tive (being of her ſelf naturally ſolacious) with more caſe 
I rifght Have lair between the ſheers with red-hot Pro- 
ſctpine, and therefore, whetiI perceived fome ſymptoms 
which I uſed to mark, appear, I diſappear'd, and ſume- 
time after ſent her word I ſhould not lye at home : [I fay, 
my Miſs ſeeing all my Sttaragems would not anſwer her 
expeRation , ſhe *eſolved to deſert me ' when 1 leaſt 
dream'd thereof ; and now I cannot chooſe but rail at her 
whole ſex, for her ſake, rewarding my kindneſs with ſo 
much baſeneſs and bgraience, for as ſhe carry'd away 
all T hid left, ſo ſhe Teft nie fomethirly that was none of 
ny owt, '« ſwinging Clap, which laid, me up in pickle a- 
bove fix weeks before I was cured, Ar the the expirati- 
oft of which time, walking in Hatton Garden, I met with 
three or four.of my bid COnARAnce, Knights of the Road, 
and ph of a Gatig, men of ſuch eedaraged reſolution and 
itreftible. coutaye, that thireats of death, or extream 
forture (IT am confident) would no ways dull the edges of 
their ſtout and marchlels ſpirits, 

' Aﬀer a few ceremonies, at firſt meeting, it was con- 
cluded, we Ghould drink a glaſs of. Wine, and the next 
Tavern muſt be 6ur. Councel-Chamber, where. in private 
we miphe conſult, what was beſt to be done. I was de- 
manded, how Thad ſpeht my time fince my firſt Gaol-de< 
fvety; I rold them, who blamed me much for my un- 


dertaking ſuch mean things, as pi up. and down, 
tn ee of Fack ety ings Gemerow bold 
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Soul would ſcorn to take notice of ; they condemned me 
not for keeping my Whote, but that I did not keep her 
more under ; the thing is laudable ſaid one to have a 
Miſs, though he hath a very handſome VVite of his own, 
and is agreeable to the cuſtom and honour of the times, 
and ſhould we throw any approbiums upon it, it would rc- 
-Ae& upon our ſelves, 

Come ſaid another, we rrifle away time, let us fall wo 


"buſineſs, it is a good while ſince we (hared a Booty, let 


us lie no longer idle, and if our Brother will accom 

us, inſtead of picking op here and there.Crownsand Angels, 
(a thing beneath'u "op us reſolve at Have & all; a five 
hoes Kdeevet ray make 'us polleſlors of five hundred 


Tala them I was I 'of w horſe, « _ _ 
appurtchances nectſlary tor the deſign; they prefer yeoll 
'me' 1 ſhoutd'be ſupplyed;) anÞ& Twas accardingly,. and 


he welt provided for onr' itnended' expedition « ay of 


"The firſt Robbery that L eommitted, I told you was 6n 


-& Conch rica Baznet'2 The feeond was this,| we'lwete four 


' tn Company, and wok our Road towirds/Maidewbraz, 
more for incelligence- ſake thanfor r any preſent Booty; in 
Maidenhead we din'd,” and-towards four a clock iti Sat 

- mer time we travel'd 6n for Reddivg, makin alietle het 


{by the way at Maidenhead Thicke, 03 re to liphe 


upon ſome prize ;" having waited ah i oP nor to'no 
"pur e, we bropyſed'to ditribure our ſelves; ardRide in- 
eading ſingly, 19, apd that ten - in eit'ope Itin, ind 


"ho in the other _ better benefir «Craven , 
orhe? RR aehyinarini we e they wete 
nr dctuainteds reyes = 4by:rh6Maſterdof 
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the Houſe, the Servanzs. alſo being at their Devotion , by 
whoſe means they underſtood that there wasa Gentleman 
in the houſe who! was the next morning with his Man , 
would ſer out for Malbrongh, and that it was thought by 
the weight of a ſmall Port-mantne, that it muſt be mony 
that cauſed it to be ſo yo. VVe on the other fide _ 
make no diſcovery till after Supper, and then we hear 
. what our hearts defired, 
An Attourney was in the company, and amongſt other 
talk, he ſaid he was bound for Lendoz to be there at the 
Term, and: ask'd the Maſter of the Houſe (who was ace 
quainted with him) whether he had avy ſervice to com- 
mand him thither, for in-rhe Morning he would ſer forth : 
whereupon ſaid I, compoſing my countenance, I am ſorry 
I have not the happineſs then ro morrow to have your com 
pary,. for I muſt ride a contrary way to Briftow ; ſay you 
'Sir, {aid he, you ſeem @ civil Gentleman, and I am ſorry 
' too; and as aſtranger, I wich you ſo much good will,have 
a care of Malbroweh Downs, there are a parcel of 
whipper Snappers have been very buſic there of late, 
hereupon I, flartled, and ſeemed to be very much con- 
cert'd, the Attourngy perceiving that, called me, and told 
me if I had a conſtuerable charge, he willed me to ſecure 
it ſome way or other for | ſhould certainly loſe it z I thank- 
ed him ſomewhat eoldly, as if [ ſuſpeted him ome ſube 
tile infinuating ſpye, he thereupon to free me from any 
 Fach jealoufie, pur his band in his pocket and pul'd out a 
wherein were an hundred and fifty Gutanies, ſay 
ing, theſe Twill ſo conceal in the Saddle T ride upon that 
T will defie all the damn'd High-way-men in Exgland to 
God chem out, Thave paſt them ſeveral times in this man- 
vers with. good! ſums Gbopr me, and for your further 
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belief I will fhew . you in what manner, 

1 gave him a thouſand thanks and affured him I 
would follow his advice; now did 1 not know without 
ſuſpition how to get out and inform my Comerades of 
this diſcovery ; juſt in the interim a note came from 
them to meet them at ſuch aplace, and ſo pretending by- 
ſineſs in the Town I went to them, where we concluded 
that I and my fellow ſhould rob the Marlebrough Travel- 
ler, and they two ſhould rob the Attorney , which the 
next morning was performed, the Attorney thinking the 
Devil had given! them information where his treaſure lay ; 
we came not off ſo well, for though we gain'd the'bouty, 
which was fix ſcore pound in ſilver, yet / was ſhot inthe 
arm, and ſo fifly oppoſed by the Gentleman and his mar, 
that had we not ſhot his Horſe in the Head, and fo tclI 
inſtantly dead, they had either killed or taken us Priſoners; 
this being done we met at the place appointed the laſt 
nighe forour general Rendezvous, 

The nexttime that we went upon the ſame account we 
met with a pleaſant adventure, for after we had robbed ſe- 
yeral to the making up of a ſum above one hundred and 
eighty pound, we were all ſtrangely robbed of it by 
one. 
Hearing ſome Seamen were to be paid off at Chattham 
ſuch a day, and knowing that London is the Centre thar . 
attraQs and invites them to ſpend their hard gotten mo- 
ny, we went down to Shooters-hill and hovered therea- 
bouts till evening, but got little booty}, the next day to- 
wards the afternoon ;we pickt up a great many firaglers 
and robbed them of their mony, ſome more and ſome 
leſs, but when there was four or five in a body, nay if 
but three, we ſhun'd them as much as they would _— 

one 
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done us, had they. known -what we were, At length #4 
Parſon coming from Lsnavntell in amongſt us, whom we 
robb'd withoutany rcſpe to his Coat, neither could we 
have judg'd by the meanneſsof his habit and the poorneſs 
of his horſe wich the ſhortneſs of his journey, that he 
.could have had above ah Attorneys retaining Fee about 
him; bur thinking to make ſome Ipcedy. ſpore with him 
(and ſo diſmiſs him) by ſearching his Puckets; the attempr 

-w2S no ſooner {lightly made (and had never been proſecu- 
' xe) buttharhe roar'd like a Town Bull, he-was utterly 
undone, then did I ſ{carch him ahronghly, agd from. thar 
time terwards in all my Robbcrits 1 learn'd-to ſearch fo 
ſtric'y, that ſyvoner nyght the Pope turn Quaker, -then for 
any ot them to conceal a penny from me z and.feeing what 
{.vEirics my. unconſeionable andeeruel companjans uſed 
to zinvle Seamen, : who hatl yergur'd' their lives for their 
King and Country, 21d at laſt ro bgdeprived 'ot-thejr long 
lovokt for reward, rm1ght gaeto be as deatteo when the 
-poar Traveller crye: . \" 4m ungone, and my heart; in pro- 
- els, of aim grew flinty and:natte be moved: with, {ighs 

and tears, rep are not 7, 

. This-Parſon had fifteen pound about him, all wh'c') we 
took from hin, butreturn'd him twenty (hillings, if be 
would engage on his word, nay Gycar that he would inform 
. -none,he me with what had Hhgpaed, or following us by 
Hue and Cry, or by general caifngof tbe Towds rabout us 
acar adjacent, | > 

The Parſon minding more the leſs of his mony then tl e 
breach ot his Oath mceting with a Seaman (as we were 
ivoried afterwards) adviſed bins to. thn back jt he: had 
ay mony, for buy a little before there were @ patcel of 
-Rezucs:goargult aow! tab'd lim of 15:4, rod: will Wnll- 
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bly do the like tohim ifhe proceeded farther, The ref». 


lute Seaman would not believe the Parſon, thinking it ſome 
idle Chyneraof his own invention, and ſo went on his way, 
and the Parſon on his : coming vpto the Seaman we t id 
him ſtand z who askt us what we meant, we told him that 
we wanted mony ; alas Gentlemen, ſaid he, ir istrve 1 
have ſome, which I received for my pay in his Majeſtics 
ſervice, and therefore ir is pitty to take that from me 
which Iam carrying home for the maintainance of my poor 
Wife and Children, If he had perſwaded an Angel to 
have been his Orator and pleaded in his behalf, it would 
have beenall one, for no other ſound pleaſed us bur that 
of his mony ; when he aw that there was no remedy, he 
delivered all thathe had, which which was ſixty five pound. 
Now Gentlemen ſaid he, let me beg one requeſt of you, 
and thatis, finceIdarenor go home to my Wife, and art 
preſent know not what courſe of life to ſteer, admit me 
into your company, you ſee I am limb'd well enough and 
I have courage and ſtrength enough to quallifie me for 
your onenpang. We askt him whether he was in ecar- 
neſt, he ſwore hundred Oaths he was in earneſt, and was 
ready to be tryed. at that inſtant , inſiſting farther, that 
he was greatly in love with a Trade that could pet as 
much mony in fix minutes, as he could do in three 
years. 

I was then Purſe-bearery and finding we had done e- 
nough for that day, we appointed a place to meet at, and 
ſo diftributed, our ſelves tor the preſent , only I had the 
_ of the Sea-man , who was wretchedly mounted, 
gnd therefore I needed not to fear him : Beſides , as we 
rid along , I bound him over and over again , by Oaths, 
to ſtand to what promiſe he had made us, Ar length, 

riding 
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riding in a Lane,, ſuſpeQing nothing in the leaſt, he turns 
his litcle Hobby upon me, and fiezing my Bridle before I 
w1s aware , claps to my Breaſt a little ug'y Braſs-barrel'd 
Piſtol, and ſwore as blooJi'y, as if he had been one of the 
Trae above twenty years, if I would not inſtantly dif 
mount, he wou'd ſend a Bullet to my Heart, I ſaw by 
- his frightful countcnance that there was no dallying , fo 
I diſmounted and gave him. my Horſe , and he in kind. 
neſs bid me take his : ſuch a Beaſt I never ſaw on a 
Common, ſo poor, ſo weak, that I was thinking to come 
mit ny ſafety ro my ow 1, and not to his legs. 

You may imagine what a {w:at I was in being thus dif. 
mountcd, for having committed, ſo:many Robberies that 
dav, ſhould I be mer by any of the Country, they would 
corclude me one of the Robbers , ſeeing a man ſo ſplen- 
didlv accoutred, riding ona Bcalt hardly fir to feed Crows 
and Ravens, | 

The night coming on favour'd me, and I got among my 
Aiſciat ; and now I ſhall give you lcave to gueſs, whe- 
ther their laughter or forrow was greateſt > Firſt, that a 
ſtout Thief (for ſo [ was accounted) ſhould be rob'd by a 
Hobby-horlſe and a Pot-gun. And ſecondly , To much 
Moncy loft , when ſecured beyond the probability of re- 
taking. 

We heard the Sea-man, after he had paid himſelf, ſum- 
mon:'d in ſuch Brethren as had been rob'd by us; and none 
clſc (but the Parſon) and returned them their. Money, 

Should I cnumcrate all the Roguerics and Robberies 7 
committed, cithcr ſingly, or with others, rlating in what 
manner they were done, I ſhall waſte too much time, and 

miſs of that _ which 1-purpoſcd to my (elf , which is 
the general good of my Country-men : wheretoze 1 ſhall 
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aſs rhem all bs not ſo much as mentioning the laſt Rob- 
berg I was gui ty of near Colebrook, when perſucd by the. 
Country, oppoled and apprehended by them, to the loſs 
of our own , and the Bloud of ſome of them; the manner. 
whereof is too generally known to be again repeated, and 
therefore leaving this, and the like ſtories , { ſhall infiſt 
on aS is more profitable; and therein diſcover, firſt, what 
a High-way-man is ; how bound by Oath z what Order is 

relcribed ; in what manner they Aſſaule ; and how they 
betve themſelves in' and after the Action. In the next 
place my beſt endeavor ſhall be, to diflwade theſe Deſpe- 
radoes to dcfiſt Robbing on the High-way , by ſhewing 
them op 7 wor of their Apprehenſion one time or 


other ; #hd though 'they may a long time proſper in that 
vile Ar; ms. pending high and fiting deliciouſly, 
yer every bit is atrended with fear ; neither is their ſleep 
leſs unquier, ſtarting ever and anon by ſome horrid Dream, 
ſo that 1 cannorlay , when they go to bed, they go to take 
rheir reſt ; bur only to ſlutaber our the redious minutes 
of the gloomy night in horror and affrighemient. 7 ſhall 
infiſt on other diffwaſions , by ſhewing them the miſery 
of a Priſon ; by putting them in mind of their wretched 
and carfed Ends, which they vainly jeſt at, -by preſumi 
on ſome Examples of Grace ; and the Reward of theur 
Wickednels in the World to come; Laſtly, Inſtructions, 
not only for the honeſt Traveller that he may pals in ſafety, 
but for the Inn-Keeper to oRngih High-way-men from 
Gueſts thatare honeſt » All theſe” I ſhall with ſincerity run 
braGaeiiaſy, 09H TT | 
High-way-men for the molt part are ſuch , who never 
were acquainted 'with an honeſt Trade, whom either wane 


of Money or Employment prompt chem to undertake theſe 
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dangefus Defignsz and to make their Perſons appear 
more'formidable, and to gain reſpet, they dub one ano 
thier Colonel ,, Major , ot at leaſt a-Caprain, who ncver 
arrived to a greater height than a Trooper disbanded, 
6r 8t the utmoſt a Life-guard-man caſhcer'd for pailde. 
meanour, x 4 [ "4798 

Having made up a Party, c're thcy proceed to aQt.their 
Villanies” tiymte a ſolemn Vow > cach other, that 
if by misforrune any one ſhould be Apprchended, he, (hall 
not diſcover his Complices z and that if he be peeſt hard 
to particularize his Companions, he muſt then device 
names for men-that never were , deſcribing their perſons, 
fekntes, and Uſcovering their habizations, but. ſo remare 
one frm ahdther , that the danger of 'the Tryal may be 
over ere ſufficient enquiry can be made. 

And futther , to procure mercy from the Bench, there 
muſt be a plauſible account given, how you fell into this 
courſe of life; ferchirg a deep ſigh, ſaying, That you were 
well 'born ; bur by tealon of your Family falling to decay, 
you were expoſe to great want, and rather then ſhame= 
fly beg (for you knew not how to labour) you were con- 
frrain'd to take this courſe for a ſubſiſtence, that it is your 
Erltfavle, which you are heartily ſorrysfor, and will never 
artempt. the like again, Tt: + 

Having taken a folemn Oath to be true ene to another, 
their next bufinels is , to acquaint themſelves by Tapſters, 
Hoſtlers, Chamberlains, or others, what Books are ſtir- 
ting, how contain'd, and whether bonnd. . Bu before they 
arrempr the fiezure_, if pug Novice be 1n the Company, 
then are. they inftruged' by the more experienced , as 1 
was ar firſt, after this manner, 

. 'In'the fiſt place , you myſt have variety of Periwigs 
planted 
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lanted in your Lodgings ; and the Ike you mult 
Log % Vados Ln _ the neceſſity Fehanging the 
colour ofthe hair : neither muſt you be without your falſe 
Beards of ſeveral colours; for want of them , you may 
only croſs your locks athawre your mouth "Anhiich is & 
ood diſguife : Patches contribute much therfro. ''And 
caſt your Voice ſhould be known anuther rime by hiai thir 
is robbed , pur into your month a Pebble, or any ſuch like 
thing , which yill alter your tone advantagiouſly to your . 
purpoſe, > e CPE 
Being thus provided , a Watch-word muſt befram'd,' 
wrapt up it ſome common queſtion, as, What's a Clock? 
or Jack, What (hall we. have for Supper > to avoid put- 
ting the Traveller inzo ſuſpitipy 5 which as ſoon named, 
ou ma(t-inftantly' fall *to yapt work ,' fiezihg with yo 
leſs hand the Bridle, zid with yout tighrpreſtnitly'@ Pito? : 
This {o 'rerrifies , tharhe ds vers Infituly?” Ge who 
truſt a Piſtol ar his Breaſt loaded with-a brate/of Bullerg, 
and a mourh diſchargihg at chefame time-volleyy of Oz 
thay if he Jellver lor pitt rh Þ i 
tiercin you may chinke- 29 beli 
cautious of Myrder i fre 
he 'th 
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eo preſerve. his own g whilſt he. hath nothing elſe to ſay, 
bur that he'& wndone : which they regard with as little, ag 
the Hangman will do them at the. place of Execution, 
Having chang'd vour Horſes far theirs, if better than your 
,own,zhepexr thing you do, is to make them ſwear, neither 
;t&followyou , nor ,to raiſe the, Country with an Hue and 
Cry upon! you, Thus having the poor Traveller forlorn 
away, ypu ride to ſome ſtrange place , or where you arc 
known and wink at , and there you ſhare what unlaw- 
—_ you got,” not without the cheating one another, 

* Now here by the.way, giye me leave a little to deſcant 
on their Prodigality, atrer an attempt thar proves ſucceſs- 
ful. London, the more is the pity, is their beſt SanQuary ; 
and and! ſherehore afrer any Robbery , they commonly repair 

having as many Names.as Lodg » And both as 
þ was} asa Whores dalliances with variety af Perſons, 
"Their next care is, to buy variety of ſplendid. Appatel, 
and having bought his Wench a new Gown , and furniſhr 
her On with. Toon _oy then proſecute to the 


height ;  Whic 2 miſtaken 
ave te they, all, The Cue o ; Chy of Boehres.. nd as their 
Whorez &s participate with them in their 
Gain, e wal yay is inthe fire ; for the Vintner , Inn- 
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will be ſure. qo inlarge their 
Reckoning _— it l prodigjotiy neither muſt 
chad os ple dof, leſt eto keep their Coun- 
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their Prodigality , before cold Death comes and ficzceh 
them z and how cn it be otherwiſe expeRed, the Pitcher 
_ goes 1 ſo often to the Well , but it comes broken home 
at laſt, 
- But befote Death takes them from this to carry them 
before an higher Tribunal, chere to anſwer for all they have 
'aed here on earth, there is a puniſbment precceding this, 
which makes my ſoul ſtartle at the thoughts thereof; it is 
a Priſon wherein are contain'd ſo many tortures, wocs 
and pains, which I do think were Face to puniſh with- 
out dcath the greateſt of offences ; now ſince I cannot de- 
ſcribe the horror of this Hell on Earth, I ſhall admoniſh 
all to have a care, that their evil ations compel them not 
tofeel the pain, andlet thoſe who have already indured 
' the ſmartthercof, bedeterr'd by thoſe ſufferings from: ever 
apain eſpouſing ſuch pernicious prafices which may venter 
_ into their former deſpicable and deplorable con- 
ition, 

Having thus indeavoured to-fright High-way-men, by 
ſhowing them the intollerable rorments of a Priſon, be. 
fides the certainty and ſhamefulneſs of Hanging, and ha- 
zard of Eternal Death hereafter, - I (ball here take ano- 
ther courſe to ſcare them if poſſible, and therefore in the 
firſt place [ſhall lay down DireQions how to know them 
as they ride on the Road, with rules how to ſhun them,or 
if Robbed, how to purſue and apprehend them when they 
think themſelves mot ſecure, 

In the firſt place when at any time you intend to era- 
vel, and cannot avoid carrying a ſum of moeny with you, 
let no. perſon knowwhat charge you have, or when you 
will ſet forward, ltis a tends (butl can af- 
fare you itis dangerous) for men the day before they be- 

gin 
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#in their journc y, totaketheir leave of their Relations and 
Friends, drirking healths round to the happy return of 
the Traveller, who ſuſpcas not the leaſt harm inall this, 
whereas it hath been known that a Father this way hath 
been betrayd by his own Son, a Brother by a Brother, nay 
one pretendedly dear ' friend betray 'another, by diſcover- 
ins to High-way-men, when and which way he rides, bid- 
ding them to prepare nqoediogty, either to meet or 0» 
vettake, and for the plor fo laid he goes his ſhare, 
Another way of ſetting they have in this manner 4 the 
Gang (hall ride before out of ſight, leaving one luſty fel= 
low of their company behind, who ſhall ride very loftly 
expetting ſyme perſon or other who ſhall overtake him 
if three of four, he will ſingle our-one he: thinks hath the 
moſt tmony, and pretending much kindneſs, whiſpers him 
in'the 6ary/ ſaying, thathe likes not! thoſe. men, and asks 
hinv ifhe-knowsthem 2? if not, he adviſeth him by all means 
to {lacken his pace, for certainly they are dangerous fcl- 
lows; this timerous pic#eof credulity thanks him for his 
honelt cate, and rakes' his: advice; and nor long after 
brings him to the place where his Confederates -lye in Am» 
buſcado, who uÞen: fight - of them draws, bidding:the os 
ther to do the like; and now beginsa dangerous Fight, as 
the Traveller imagines, who through fear of blood-ſhed 
delivers his mony, and--perſiwades his Champion: ro' do 
the: likey/ who with mach adoe-'ar lenoth condeſeends 
thercunto ; having given hinva private [rem which way 
they inirend! th ride; they fer Spurs to their Horſes, 'and 
are out of fightin an mltanr.,. Sl : by” I wi 44] 
Herevpoivthis pretender 'to hionefty will 'ftrglght'pt 
ſwideyou'td ifh4 hint 4m4tiNg an Hue #idl'Or fins 
<xrryins on of which tdbeſure kewl Semeldtdmot: 
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ſeemingly moſt zcalouſly ave in the apprehenſion of 
theſe Robbers, to no other end then to lead yuu quite anv- 
ther way, till his Brethren be our of all danger, 1 knew 
one notorious Rogue (but by his fly and crafty deportment 
was lookt upon to-bea very honeſt Gentleman) ſuffer'd 
himſelf robe robbed with three more, by four of his own 
Confederates, the Robbery being committed between Sun 
and Sun, he with thuſe three honeſt men ſued the Coun- 
try, 'and recovered the morny they had loſt, 

Whenſocver the Travcller deſigns his journey, let him 
conſtder the Sabbath day is a time not only unlawful, bur 
more dangerous for Robbing than any other,- I need not 
expatiate my ſelton the illegaligy of the aQ, ſince there 
is a ſpecial command forbidding the breach of that holy 
day of reſt, the violation whercot hath been frequently 

uniſhe bybeing rob'd, for to ſpeak the truth, thar day 

ath been, and is ſtill choſen by High-way-men for the belt 
and fitteſt time to commit their Kobberies z firſt becauſe 
ehey are ſenſible that few Travell then, bur ſuch who ride 
abour ſome eminent concern, and do ſuppoſe te that end 
carry 2 conſiderable ſum about them, Inthe next place, 
on that day the Roads are moſt quiet, being undiſturbed 
with great quamities of People, and theretore rob with 
more eaſe and greater ſecurity, Laſtly, they know the 
Country will not be ſo forward to purſue them with an 
Hue and Cry, whereas they cannot but be ſenſible that a 
judge will hardly be induced ro make the Country pay the 
rcparation of a loſs ſuſtained by him, who ovght ro have 
ſtaid at home and perform thole duties required from him 
proper to the lay, and not wander abroad and leave his 
Creators buſineſs undone, that he may dohis own. If 
you nceds mult travel, you have days enough in the week 
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to follow your urgent ard important affairs, with more 
{-curicy, tne Roads being then tull of gaod company, if you 
will mak- choice of a convenient time; and be cautious 
Waom you entertain into your Society, | 

Ti fir:t caution is this, be ſhy of thoſe who are over 
prone in preſſing into your company z it is more ſafe to en= 
tcreain ſuch who are unwilling to aflouciate themſelves with 
you, or it they do it is with ſuch indiffcrency, that chere 
need the urging of perlwaſions to eff, ir. Now to the 
11 tent you may diſtinguiſh an honeſt man from a Thief or 
Rubber, tike theſc informations and dircRions z firſt if you 
ſulp:& your company, hale a little, and in your ſtay ob- 
ſcxve wither they (till hald on their courſe, or ſlack their 
p:ce, or it may be alight'and walk with their Horſes in 
- thiir hands, if you obſerve any of theſe, you may con- 
cludc them the juſtly Tuſpeted marks of an High-way- 
m2nz burtheſe following are infallible, the putting on a 
Cypreſs hood or a Vizrd Mask upon your near approach, 
are {1gns they preſently will big you ttand and deliver, or 
if belore they ſhrow their hellith looks with thoſe dife 
guiſc s, [tare any of them in the face boldly, and it he turns 
bis heal alice, be thence forewarned to itand a loof and 
provide for your preſervation,” neither ts there any more 
certain Ladictum of a Robber, then the incongruity of his 
buſhy Beard and Face, his whiſpering or his more incivil 
p'ying and inquiry whethcr you are travelling, or about 
wit buſineſs, - 

Beware of joyning company with one ſingle on the 
Road, although you have a fricnd with you ; his pretence 
will be to biace himſelt into your good opinion, that 
having a charge about him, he 1s over joy'd ro meet 
with wo whoſe face and ations diſcover nothing boy 

| ; wat 


Jackſon's Recantation; 


what is honeſt, and in alittle —_— preſume to call 
you honeſt fellow Traveller, in a ſhott time it may þe” 
three of his Companions will over take'you; at the" fight 
of whom he ſhakes and ſeerhs to be in the greateſt agony 
imaginable z. at length- he ſays with trembling, in troth 
Gentlemen, I doubr nie we ate way-laid , therefore 
ſtand to't if you have ay -Piſtols, otherwiſe if you have 
any ſtore of mony,, the _ way will ,be to fly for | 
it, 

It may be you have thoſe grim handfuls, Deaths ſpee- 
dy Executioners, and mitiding well the .number ,of choſe 
you fear will be! ſobbsld'- to affaule yob, and finding no 
inequaliry, your courage-probably mity prompr you ro an 
oppoſition it cauſe require ; but you will theryfind quick- 
ly yougſuppoſed friend rurn Cat in Pan, and'be on the o- 
ther ſidezand being thus over 'matche, muſt cither yield 
your. monies quletly-ot do worfe, | 3" 

Sometimes there will beone or more of theſe Trapan- 
ning Raſcals, who having attired himſelf every way like # 
Country-man, with rouls of Hay about his lepgs, an 
old hat flapping over his cyes, with a broad Leathern 
Girdle abour his middle, withgreat Buckles, riding afide 
on his Horſe with''a Goad inſtead of ar ridingrod'; I fay 
this fellow ſhall ride in compmny with” you, asking, very 
filly queſtions, and ſinging a Country Song to ſore hor-— 
rible tune, all to. raiſe laughter when by this nicans he 
hath lull'd you imo #ſcmſele{sfeenrity;and tor faſpetmg in 
the leaſt any harm from hiny, he inſtantly afſanlts you and 
his complices come inſtantly inte his ſuccour; who ſurpri- 
zing you thus unawares arc without difficulty made a ptcy 
totheir unlawful defircs, ; M0} 28324 8 : | | 

You ſee how dangerous a'thing it-is r6' Travel with a 
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charoe about you in the day time, unleſs you have a very 


circumſpe&care not only in your Inn, but. on the Road, 


iftherefore you cannot avoid Travelling, and that with 
ſtore of mony, the immergency of your buſineſs requiring 
it, undertake your journey in.the night,for High-way-men 
think that none will be ſo mad to ride: at that, unſcaſons- 
ble time, unleſs they are miſerable poor, beſides, it is 
dangerous for them to be abroad for fear of ſuſpition, and 
that isnot all neither, for how can they ſee to take their 
beſt advantage inthe dark, 'not knowing how many, what 


men, and how arm'd, iy etanlF's beſides, ſhould they. 


in the better of it,, .the obſcurity of the night gives them 
e advantage of dropping their Money into a Ditch , or 
. other place convenient. 

Now to adviſe you for the beſt , at what timegpever 
you ride, | take notice that your High-Pads do always keep 
their ſtation upon your greateſt and, moſt beaten Roads, 
whereby they have the advantage of picking and chufing ; 
now if you would be ſafe , make choice of ſuch Roads 
which are leſs frequented, 

If you ride ſeveral in company, (hun that idle cuſtom of 
buſling up all together , when you come near any place 
noted for robbing , for by this means you are all catcher, 
like a Covy in 'aNet » At once; for theſe Rogues divide 
| themſelves , and make ſeveral ſtands , -and by this meany 
they may ſet upon you before and.behind ; but if you ride 
about an hundred paces diſtant one from the other, Fle 
warrant your ſafety ; forthey dare not ſet upon a ſcatrer'd 
Company, for fear that ſome eſcaping the Cy ſhould 
be ala1m'd, and ſo endanger their immediate taking. 

Now ſhould you perceive them divide as well as you, 
and cach drawing. neat him he inteads to ſet upon po. 
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have then fair warning , and running will hardly Avail any 
thing z but fighe like men , you have two to one the odds, 
though not in-numbers , yet in a good conſcience z which 


' they wanting, their own guilt and fear fights againſt them, 
and diſfarms them : whilſt thus you contend with them, 


there is hopes ſome may come in to your reſcue. 

By: the way let me tell you, I have kngwn when we 
have been thus' engaged , that ſome have come up to us, 
whom we have pcrſwaded to keep on their way , and not 
meddle with what they were unconcerned with ; at which 
theſe baſe Coxcombs (nay, now I muſt call them unwor- 
thy Raſcals) have quietly rid away, and left thoſe men to 
our mercies ,' or rather to exerciſe out cruelties upon ; 
whereas had they ſided with them, we muſt have fled be- 
fore them ; for though we had courage (it may beenough) 
yet we durlt nbr fight it out , when we meer with thoſe 
that are bold and ſtout ; for in ſo doing we not only fight 
them, but thewhole County, 

By the way let me diſcover an egregious fault in ſome 
men, who will not only yield patiently to be rob'd, but 
are content tv [ct the Thieves go clearly off, nay wiſh they 


. mayeſcape, fo that the Country may lie liable to make 


ood the Robbery, if they take them not by an Hue and - 
Try; nay , ſuch is the baſeneſs of their principles , that 
they commonly double the ſum , knowing that the Hun- 
dred will 'be willing to compound , wy, thus abuſe the 


Thief and Coumtry too, 


But notwithſtanding all theſe cautions, ſhould it happen 
ſo that you are ſurprized by theſe High-way-men , over- 
maſter'd , and that you mult yield , give them fair words, 
and without a compulſive ſearch, deliver freely ſome part 


of your Money , with a wiſh that you had moe at their 
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ſervice, and it may be they will trouble themſelyes no 
farther with you ; however, if they offer, ſhew no dillike, 
for if you do, ,it will bur provoke themto the ſeverity of a 
more rigorous ſearch , to the diſcovery of what you had 
moſt vmagar conceal 'd. 
Have a ſpecial care that you let them not perceive you 
ey them too much, it being of a dangerous conſequence, 
or by this mÞans they cither think you know ſome of them, 
or are taking ſome remarkable ſigns and tokens how you 
my now them another time, which may endanger yout | 
ife, 
_ Afﬀer the Robbery gommitted, «their uſual Charge is, 
Not ſtir from the place they put you in , till they have 
time enough to be gone a conſiderable diſtance z and that 
it they find you or to purſue them , they will ſwear a 
thouſand Oaths to be your death ; and heing deſperate, 
for ought 1 know , they may be as good as their words : 
therefore be not too halty inthe purſuit, lealt it being dil- 
covercd, the foremoſt dropping into a by-Lane, ſtarts our 
upon you , fiezeth you again, and if you eſcape cutting, 
yoo thall not binding, and.ſo may be bound in a Ditch till 
me commiſerating Paſſenger releaſe you, Wherefore 
 followattcr at a diſtance, till you can procure a Hue and 
Cry, which you muſt dire not ſtraight on , but croſs the 
Country , which is a ſubtle praQtiſe, and their conſtant 
cuſtom; by this means they have the benefit of reſting 
themſelves, and refreſhing their Horſes before the lazy 
Hue and Cry can overtake them. If cloſcly purſued by 
it , they will freequently ſquat like a Hare , and let the 
Hue and Cry paſs them , and then ride back again to the 
place where the Robbery was committed, ; 


Be ſure in your purſuit to ſcour the next great right, __ 
| cſt 
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left hand Road , and if you cannot unkennel them that 
night, ſet Spies, and a thouſand to one you ſhall ſee them 
come riding by the next morning. | 
If the purchaſe be pr they ſiezed upon, you maybe 
then canfidene ghey will that night repair to their General 
Rendezvouz here inthe City, which istheir great Azylum, 
and chiefeſt place;of Refuge and Security, The largeneſs of 
the City , and the little cognizance one takes of another 
therein , is the main reaſon why ſo many Robberies are 
committed nigh London, and ſo tew remotely diſtant from 
it. ' Now fince twenty or thirty miles about London is the 
Stage on which theſe High-way-men a& their parts, I ſhall 
diſcover when rob'd how to purſue them with Hue and 
Cry. 
If you are ſet upon and rob'd in the Eaſtern quarter, 
eake not that Road in which you were to L:vdon, nar raile 
| the Countty thefeabout, for-it.is to no purpoſe; burride 
with all-ſpecd to Holbourn, Strap1, St. Jameſes, or Weſty 
minſter, and there ſearch with all diligence. If you arerab'd 
towards the Narth , never ſearch any place in the City, 
but make all convenient ſpeed to the Bank-ſide, Southwark, 
Lambeth, or Fox-hall, by thus png themſelves, they 
know, or think at leaſt, they are ſufficiently ſecure, having 
the City between them and you. . 
And now, e'reI proceed, let me take notice of a great 
folly and abuſe of the Country men :- When report is 
brought to a Juſtice of a Robbery done in ſuch a place, 
preſently a Watch .is.ordercd .to ſtand at-thar Place, ar 
the charge of the Country , is any one fo ſenſclels, to 
think choſe High-way-men will voluntarily ride into the 
mouths of thoſe who are appointed to apprehend them » 
however, admit they ſhould continue ſcouring that Read, 
x thc 
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the Watch-men are conſtantly fixt at one plac® fo that 
but a little way our of their fight , the High-way-man 
may do what he lift, and meet with more Bogtiecs than if 
the Road lay unwarded ; for all Travellers will cover to 
ride that way in which is placed a Watch; for who can 
imagine Thieves will be ſo bold as to rob near them 2 
which they do to <huſe ; for well they know , that thoſe 
Warch-met are filly old decreeped men, and though a 
douzen of them , I have ſeen ftand with Halberts in their 
hands, yet have we tob'd before their very faces, and they 
ſtood ail the while , not daring tooppoſe us in the leaſt ; 
ir may be when we were gone out of fight , they would 
make an Our-cry , and pretend to'purſtie , though to r0 
purpoſe. 

Once we reſolved to ſet upon the Watch , which was 
done o effeQually , that we difarm'd them; and having 
taken them afide out of the way, bound them ; after this 
we pctſonared them in their places, and Randing with 
our Brown bills, as with authority, we ſtopt whom we 
memks and having Rob'd them, bid them to be guarded 
by the Country-watch, and to ſecure them, ' bound them 
in like manner. | la. | 

Ir is now high time to inform the Inn-keeper how he 
ſhall diſtinguith High-way-men from honeſt Travellers , 
in the firſt place obſcrve thcir curioſity about their horſes, 
in dreſſing and feeding them, next you will find them ask- 
ing of queſtions, as who owns that horſe, and who the 
other, what their Maſters are, whichet Travelling, and 
when will they ſcr out ; theſe arc infallible ſigns of a High- 
way-man ; nor mult I omir this remark, the Hoſtler 
poiſe their Cloak-bags, and he ſhall find them' empty, 
which they carry only tor (how, and not to burthen their 
Horſes, | | Next 
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Next, let the Chamberlain take notice; when he ſhows 
them to'a Room, rhar they will ſoon diſmiſs him, and afrer 
that, let hinvlifſen a while, and he ſhall hear the gingling 
of mony, and if he can bur gct a peep-hole for his eyes, 
he (hall ſce them ſharing their booty, . 

Ir wil! be very re viſt eo enquire ſeverally each ones 
particular name, ard '[et your Servanrs do the like, by'this 
means you find them tripping, for-they may eaſily torget a 
name they borrowed that very day. 

At - Supper time , let ſomeone knock furiouſly and 
haſtily' at.the Gate ; 4hen mark them well ,; and) you 
ſhall ſee them ſtart, their countenance» change, and no< + 
thing but fear and amazement, appearing in eachPice, by 
which you may poſitively conclude them what you before 
did bur imagine and ſuſpeR, 34 2 ena Ch 

It in che'day time. they 'come: thao! your Tany ' you Fay 
ouels whatthey are by trifling. awaytheir time; and ſaying 
tomewhat longer then ts requiſite for bairing you-ſhal 
oblerve them ſometimes looking-out of the Veindow , 
ſometimes _— Fri no other ner”. | 
mark what Paflen ide by. i ceive anyoperſon 
of Quality to Ride tha way, or te Garbrdifotes' any 
thing of a-Bepty, you ſhall have them — in all. haſt; 
as alarm'd to Horſe, mount preſently, as.it ſome dcar 
Friend of near Relation-was jult Rid by, whom they mult 
endeavour to\ overtake. 4; ( Ae 2a. a Shang 

At Nighe they. will come dropping into an lon ſeverally, 
in divided companies, thereby: ro croſs the-number in the 
Hue andCry, and will, when met ſubeilly, rake no notice 
of one another, nay, to blind the cyes of ſuſpition, they 
will enquire of :the- Hoſt, + what Country. Geirlemen 
their. own Companions are; whether he 'knows them 
or not, and if it be convenient to joyn. ih'Company with 

them ; 


Jackſon's Recantation; 

them; if you find they have-no jealouſie 6f them, they 
wilt 'as ſtrangers.complement one ahother whillt any eyes 
- are on them, but withdraw and watch them: well, arid you 

(hall find them fall into their uſual :familiarity, and will 
not only rejoyce at the ſucceſs of their deſigns, but laugh 
at the credulity of their-Landlord, i » 1 71 

. Much more tmight be wtitten-on this ſybjeR, but fince 

iris impoſſible to diſcover the whole Art and Myſtery of 
the High-way trade, let.this ſuffice, for according to the 
Proverb;.new Lords, new Laws ; ſo all new Gangs have 
new Ocders,' Plots:and Deſigns, to Rob and Purloin from 
- the honel], Traveller, . 24 X 


b 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Eaaer, let me aſſure thee this is no fiftion, but 4 true re 

A: latoninf Mr Jacklons:life and ropwrrſation, Pen'd by 
hw own hand; and acliwered: mto'miue to:be made publick for 
his gmny, arg, 41> compenſation of the many unuries he 
bath done thema The Introdu&10n be.mrit whilſt in Newgate, 
after: ſentence of Condemmnatron, and defired me to Apologrze for 
it, franug he badumither writ large exough of hig true penitence, 
x01 had:laid\ dow fufjicetnt arhortations from the commatſs101: of 
the likeroffjences ! the diforder he was in, ling under the horror 
of a ſpeedy and more than common 'Execition, may plead his 
excuſe: the plainneſs of bis Style muy admit'of thus Plea, that 
he aimed at (as he confeſt to me) nothing” but: the: gaod of ##u- - 
Coantrynrny and thai as he fad pickt their Pockets, he thought 
it needleſs to tickle thitr ears with the gilded firans of Rhetoricsl 
expreſ] uns, God T hope! hath forgiven him his ſins; axd-may we 
all amend:by bus Errors, for mhith he now hangs in'Chains at 
Hampltcad, a:ſad az dreadful Spefiacte'to wil Brhnfders, and 
hoping yewwrll paſs by the faults of Is Weitmp ahd: the Preſs, 
1 ſubſcribe:myſelf amellwiller to all, 1. ts 104 7 
Samuel Swiftnicks, 


